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SUBJECT: LEAK OF THE ROSENNE MEMORANDUM 
REF: TEL AVIV 6782 

1 . ISRAELI MEDIA CONTINUES TO REPORT AND COMMENT ON THE LEAK OF 
THE ROSENNE MEMORANDUM REGARDING ISRAEL'S POSITION IN THE 
GULF OF SUEZ DRILLING DISPUTE. FOR EXAMPLE.THE FOLLOWING 
ARTICLE BE RESPECTED MILITARY CORRESPONDENT 7.F.F.V SCHIFF APPEARED 
ON PAGE ONE OF HAARETZ OCTOBER 8 UNDER THE CAPTION "THREE 
SENIOR DEFENSE OFFICIALS REFUSE POLYGRAPH TEST." 

2. BEGIN TEXT: THREE TOP MINISTRY OF DEFENSE OFFICIALS HAVE 
REFUSED TO TAKE A PLYGRAPH TEST OVER THE ROSENNE MEMORANDUM 
LEAK: PERES' CHEF DE CABINET HAIM ISRAELI, HIS MILITARY 
SECRETARY ARYE BROWN AND HIS POLITICAL ADVISER ASHER BEN-NATHAN. 
IN ADDITION, GENERAL TAL (PERES' PERSONAL ASSISTANT) AND DIRECTOR 
GENERAL SUSSMAN WERE EXCUSED FROM THE TEST AFTER STATING THAT 
THEY HAD NOT SEEN THE MEMORANDUM, THOUGH THEY WERE ON THE 
DISTRIBUTION LIST. THAL'S AND SUSSMAN'S SECRETARIES AND 

THE MINISTRY'S LEGAL ADVISER URIEL GORNEY HAVE AGREED TO 
TAKE THE TEST. 

3. POLICE INVESTIGATION BRANCH CHIEF KADMI FIRST APPROACHED 
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REFERRED HIM TO THE MINISTER AND RECEIVED BALNKET PERMISSION 
TO INVESTIGATE ALL MINISTRY OFFICIALS WITHOUT CHECKING WITH 
THE MINISTER. KADMI THEN SPOKE WITH SEVERAL TOP OFFICIALS 
OF THE MINISTRY. TAL AND SUSSMAN SAID THEY HAD NOT SEEN THE 
MEMORANDUM AND NO POLYGRAPH TEST WAS SUGGESTED FOR THEM. ALL 
OTHERS, INCLUDING TAL'S AND SUSSMAN'S SECRETARIES, WERE ASKED 
TO TAKE THE TEST. 

4. THE REASONS THE THREE GAVE FOR THEIR REFUSAL WAS THAT THEY 
WERE PREPARED TO TESTIFY UNDER OATH BUT OBJECTED TO THE 
POLYGRAPH PROCEDURE AND WOULD SUBMIT TO IT ONLY IF EVERYONE 
WHO HAD SEEN THE MEMORANDUM, STARTING WITH THE PRIME MINISTER, 
WOULD DO SO; THEY WERE HANDLING THE MOST SECRET MATTERS 
CONTINUALLY AND IF THEY WERE NOT TRUSTED, THEY SHOULD BE 
DISMISSED AND NOT SUBJECTED TO SUCH DISREPUTABLE GAMES AS 
POLYGRAPH TESTS. THERE WERE ALSO HINTS THAT THE WHOLE 
PURPOSE OF THE INVESTIGATION WAS TO BRING THE MINISTRY OF 
DEFENSE INTO DISREPUTE. END TEXT 

5. COMMENT: WHETHER IT WAS THE PURPOSE OF THE INVESTIGATION, 

AS INDICATED BY SCHIEFF, "YET THE MEDIA REPORTING OF THIS 
SUBJECT OVER THE PAST TEN DAYS HAS CLEARLY POINTED AN 
ACCUSING FINGER AT THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE. EARLIER 
COMMENTS ABOUT THE CONTENTS OF THE MEMORANDUM INDICATED 
THAT ROSENNE’S VIEWS WOULD SUPPORT PERES' POSITION THAT 
THE DRILLING DISPUTE SHOULD BE NEGOTIATED DIRECTLY WITH 
EGYPT. SUCH COMMENTS, COUPLED WITH THE REFUSAL OF THE 
MINISTRY OF DEFENSE OFFICIALS TO TAKE THE TEST, HAVE LED 
MANY ISRAELIS TO SUSPECT THAT THE LEAK DID INDEED INVOLVE 
THAT MINISTRY. 
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